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subjects are adequately covered by existing works and the mere 
fact that an electric current is the motive power by which the 
car is propelled, does not bring these cases within any proper 
meaning of Electric Law. On the other hand if a chapter had 
been added on the elementary technique of Applied Electric- 
ity it would have been of great assistance to the busy practi- 
tioner, who in cases involving the preparation or interpretation 
of every-day electric contracts is bewildered as to the mean- 
ing of the most ordinary terms and in the examination of wit- 
nesses in suits involving the overloading of motors, &c., is 
hopelessly perplexed by the words of even "one syllable" in 
electrical nomenclature. 

R. D. J. 



Legal Essays. By James Bradley Thayer, LL.D. Edited by 
Ezra Ripley Thayer. Boston: Boston Cook Company. 
1908. Pp. xvi, 402. 

This collection of Legal Essays, of the late Professor 
Thayer, will be of universal interest to the legal profession. 
It contains a number of papers prepared by Professor Thayer 
for delivery on special occasions and hitherto unpublished, to- 
gether with others published from time to time in the Harvard 
Law Review, and elsewhere. Ezra Ripley Thayer, who has 
collected his father's essays for publication, states in the pref- 
ace that no changes have been made in the original except the 
occasional correction of a clerical error. The editor has pref- 
aced such essay with a short account of the occasion of its 
original publication or delivery. "The Origin and Scope of 
the American Doctrine of Constitutional Law" is an address 
given before the Congress on Jurisprudence and Law Reform, 
at the World's Fair, at Chicago, on August 9, 1893. Profes- 
sor Thayer discussed before this Congress the power of the 
American Judiciary to declare legislative Acts unconstitu- 
tional. The essay on "Advisory Opinions" or opinions in 
which the Judiciary advises the Legislative branch of the gov- 
ernment, was written at the request of Chief Justice Bradley, 
of Rhode Island. The history of this practice in the United 
States is outlined and the legal quality of such opinions dis- 
cussed. 

This book of essays is more than a set of legal discussions. 
It shows the human side of Professor Thayer, in the addresses 
and essays he prepared and delivered before non-professional 
audiences. In the essay entitled, "The People Without Law," 
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Professor Thayer's deep interest in the welfare of the Ameri- 
can Indians is shown. He made many addresses on this sub- 
ject, giving his time freely for years, insisting that it was the 
duty of the Government to bring the Indians under the pro- 
tection and control of the ordinary laws of the land. In this 
essay, originally published in the "Atlantic Monthly," Profes- 
sor Thayer discussed in a style even more delightful than that 
used in his professional work, the legal and political history 
of our relations with the Indians, setting forth his own idea 
of a constructive governmental policy toward them. Another 
essay of a non-professional character, and at the same time 
combining the legal acumen of Professor Thayer with his abil- 
ity to clarify a subject for a non-professional audience is "Our 
New Possessions," which was read before a small dining club, 
of which Professor Thayer was a member. 

Bedingfield's Case — "Declarations as a Part of the Res 
Gesta" — is the most extensive essay in this volume. It was 
published in the "American Law Review" in 1880 and 1881, 
and has been cited as authority by many of the higher courts 
in the United States. One of the most delightful essays of 
this volume is that entitled, "Trial by Jury of Things Super- 
natural." This too was first read before the dining club re- 
ferred to above. It was published in the "Atlantic Monthly" 
for April, 1890, but is of special interest at this time, owing 
to the recent criminal cases involving various methods of men- 
tal and spiritual healing. 

R. W. B. 



Report of the Nineteenth Annual Meeting of the Vir- 
ginia State Bar Association. Edited by John B. Minor. 
Richmond Press. 1907. Pp. 300. 

Added to the committee reports and other proceedings 
usual at meetings of Bar Associations, are several interesting 
articles. The one of the widest bearing is by Hon. John R. 
Dos Passos, on "The Results and Responsibilities of our Rep- 
resentative Democracy," in which the author discusses the nec- 
essity of restricting immigration and suggests the desirability 
of separating citizenship and the right to vote. The vital part 
of the article is a protest against the extension of the power 
of the Federal Government to deal with such commercial ques- 
tions as the creation and control over corporations. Another 
article of current interest is on "The Eleventh Amendment," 
by Allen Caperton Braxton. 

R. D. J. 



